
Tu.-~ of a,l ,~hop 

z 
2 
~ 

0 
z 
0 
u 

I 

lOCAl 
TIM( 

I 



R DP-20- (1 

Dotf' -.. 
0 
0. 
• 

Col • 
h "'• o., 

... . "' .. 
;; 0 0 

""' ~ 

AVN NAVSAFECE MISHAP CODE SHEEr 

c lltJ .. rtro I D l11111rot-' 

No" 1\j o~y ...... , 

Card 
No 

Corel 
No 

I 

7 



R DP-20-3(1/68) 

Dot t 
--r---r---1 :.. 

Col. 
Tr. 

..... o., • • 

NAVSAFECEN MISHAP CODE SHEEJ 

fellf"t ftll 

CM. Cecil' 

l1 1t( 11 IJC] l5]:s :Iillhl 

.. ... • - u 
"'; 
~ 

Cen• + Fedor ht '•n•• • 

.. 
u 

C•rtl AJ RAn 
Numb•r 

I 
' 

F I 

7 / 
'-' OF 



RIOP-20-4(1/68) 
NAVSAFECEN MISHAP CODE SHEET 

(~ TO I OTii ~, OOJED: _ IU:\ l t'.'[D LLICCI. Pl,."toCHrt! n.tH"'ItO: 

IICOID tDIMTINCATJO!II Aircrwft .... .... l ·~ 
• ~ieee Lett •·~· '*• L•t ,.,,o·,...., : , .......... ... , .. • ~ ............ 

c.e.. • ~~ :;f .. c.} "i .... .. , ' ~! 
.. 

' 
.._.. .. ,. ~ ....... ....... 

Yr. ... r· -k• 0 I :::: ... .. 
~ ... z ~z ~ ,% .. ~ ~ ~ 

" a a .. • • 17 • " " ill u n 14 n I'Jn Jl tl 21 n n Zl 7• n 21 f1 a 21 • .n ll 13 ,. • • JJ • • 
~ ,q ld: '5 ,dJ 7 ) 41 3 ~~ I l c X_ ~S_ 5_ ~ I I ¢; :; 

Pri.-y lewelwe4 Meteriel c ........ 
,._., ...... liMe ..... ,.,,cr.._. t c-4 
~erie~......, Melllrt.c+•ran , _........, , ... , .... " ~ 

J 
u ...... 

• ...... ~ ~ • ~ ~ 

• ., C2 a .. • • " • • • ~~ ,U u w ~ 5I ~ ~Sl w 5I • il 52 i3Ji4JIS • 61 • • ll 71 n n ,. ll • 7J • " • :1 II ! A • I • 
. I Pri. ':':.;...-:· c-.. leuMia. .,. S.ceeth-y lewelwe4 M ... rtef c ........ 

liMe &..t a..~ hti. Slece Lett ,.,,cr.._. liMea...tCMaPwf. 

M...t.cta,.n , _. N•-.r , ... , "--· ... .. 
~ j l ...... ..,. • ...... l ...... ..,. .. 
• • ~ ~ z ~ 

0 
u ll ,. " Ill IJ II t1 ,. l1 1,n n ,. 'n • lJ a 21:111 l l :u ll ,. • • l1 • • • ., &l &l .. • • " • • -

!( 

t c~ 

1 u ......., 
AI CRAn 

i 
OF'_.;../ __ 

.. 
~ 

• ,, IZ u w 5I • Sl • • • 11 ~ il .. • • 11 • • ll 11 n 1l l • ft Jl n • " • \ ! ; I • • CODE SHEET ~ _or_2__ 



NAVSAFECEN MISHAP CODE SHEET 

AI CRAFT I 0 _!__ 

7 r __ _ 



OP-10-7( 

N AVSA FECEN MISHAP CODE SHEET 

Ale Of' 
~., .. 

Hu er cc. ,, • ., 

AI 

i 
cJ Cenl N•....,. 

FT _ _j_ or_/ _ 

am s~tT __ ~ __ or ____ __ 



• •SAf[(Q, 3150-l/9 (P.ev . 5/tJ 

Doh 

CoL ..... Day y, 

"" 
0 

~ 
u 

u 

AVN NAVSAFECEN MISHAP CODE SHEET 

.,. 
I. .. r: ;,.... . ... - ~ 

Nollie 
Clo"tr. ru. '" O t 

A .. or SorieJ 
N ., ... -.., 

I All Pono111) 

tr Adt.l 

... 
~ . c ii .,. • 0 ~ ... ~ .... 

Cord 
Nw,..bu 

. 
.. 0 ... _ 

i 
v 

• 0 
0 

• .,. 
0 
v 

, 

~ 
z 

C ord 
Noi"IDU 

Jl • s ' 

Of_...__ 

or _.~.....-_ 

7 



/ 

v; v 1 

\1 
~ 

,v ~ 

.. 

- . R DP-30(6/68) 

REQUEST FOR DELETIO OF RECORD 
OR COOl P«lDIFICATION FORM 

'I TRA~SACTION CODES 
0-Deletton of the entire MISHAP Mister 

Record {use only cc 1-11 1nd code 0 
in cc 77). -

M-Mod1fytng contents of any "•ster 
Record field . Use . ,.. tn Person 
Seq . fteld, ff field to be IIOdift~ 
h 1n the Gen DiU Sect of the Muter 
Record. Oth~rwtse use Person Seq 
o. for the tndf vfdual for ~htch the 

change is t o be 111de. These changes 
must be 1n Person Seq Ho . order . 

fiElD . DATA TO BE INSERTED 
8 AME (lEFT JUST IFIED) 

~-= 0 .... LW 
.J « "' o c V) 11"1 

a: u .... - -"' a:: :::: ....., 
"' 

c .... ..., ow cu-oca 0 ....J, a:: V) Cl) .Jet 

5~ 
a:: 0 LW 0 OCT- LW :1: 
C:....J - .... ~ LW -w 
Vl.a.. w."' ~ w. ....J, 

12 13 14 IS " 1J II I! 20 11 12 23 2. 25 25 27 21 
j,f)U R. 1: '(- [ ~/ I [~ lai I '); ld I~ d> 

lf!OJ,J;RIB 30 31 32 ll 34 35 35 37 31 3! .a . I 42 u " u " A()SE S /J'I 
,, 

1<6 'd I ~ cJ [d [(/) ( ·~ ~ ~ 

f,t. t"r l! 
lt/Jt.f 

41 ., so 51 52 53 ~ ss Si 57 5I 59 iO &I 52 53 ~ 
c A tJ r. FYi er. '~ r/J j. ) ' I~ 'rj k.rf laS leo 

T£ : (1) For delet1ons of codes tn a gi ven f1e ld. le•v the •oATA TO BE 
tNS£Rl£D• f1eld b1in and use •rRANS cooc• fn cc 77. 

(2) Only corrections applying to personnel in one TAP£ RECORD 
DIY y be sh r. on a single CHANGE REQUESITora . 
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TO: 

JOEHT I FICA Tl 0 

FIELD 

REQUEST fO OELET I Of RECORD 
0 COOING ~OIFICATI FORM 

\ 
TRA~SACTIO CODES 

D-Deletion of the ent1re MISHAP ~ster 
Record (use only cc 1-ll And code D 
in cc 77). -
od1fy1ng contents of •ny ASter 

Record field . Use .,.. in Person 
Seq o. field, tf field to be eod1fted 
1s in the Gen DAti Sect of t e Master 
Record. Othe~1se use Person Seq 

. for the 1nd1vtdu1l for whfch the 
cn•nge is to be 1de. These ch1nges 

~t be 1n Person Seq No. order. 

DATA TO BE I SERT£0 
(lEfT JUSTIFIED) 

22 13 24 25 25 27 21 2t w 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~u 8 

w • u 
~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-4~~~~+-~~~~ "i ~ 

J..:.;~~;+:=+=~:.;+-~~~~~~~~~~~:::::!.4~·~7 ~ > ~ c- r:x .-c.,_ 

T£ : (1) For del tlo s of codes in 1 given f1eld, le1ve the •oATA TO BE 
lNSERT£0 8 f1eld ~lin tnd use aTRANS CODE" M in cc 77. 

(l) Only corrections 1pply1ng to personnel tn one TAP£ RECORD 
0 tV ay be h n on 1 sing 1 e CHANGE REQUESITo,.,.. 
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SPECIAl HANDLING REQUIRED 1 ACCO Ct "ITH OP ~VINST 37S0. 6f 

roR OrriCIAL US£ LY 

AVSArtCCN 1 vtSTICATI S- g 

1. I H'TRODOCT I Clf 

a . The Accident. A·7A, 8UNO 15266 , &Sai&ned to ATTACK SQUADRON ONE 
0 0 (VA-121), cruhed oo rUDway 32L at AS Lemoore, California, at 0121(T) 

on 7 ~ wu deatroyed (ALfA). The p1lot, LTJG J-• r. BACHMEIER, 
US 1 ~· died in the cr sh. There wu no daaa• to private property. 

b . Sf,i;2ala of n &ht . The pilot wu oo a achedu.led nlaht field 
lM'Or lcdna practice flight . Ta eoff wu nonwl . The pllot h4ad -..eM 

three approec.bes and tvo led ina•. Durin& t eoff froa the lut ledina, tbe 
aircraft cliabed to approxi•ately 00 feet AGL and then noaed oYer int o a 
ab&llo~ &lide till i~ct w th the around . rhe a1rcr ft exploded ~ L.pact 
ud tbe enntiDI fire destroyed epproxltwt ly GO p~u-cent of the fuael .. • . 
iDcludlnc the cc pit area. 

2. INVESTIGATI AHD ANALYSIS 

e. Hh!OJ'l 

(1) The P lot . LTJG BACHMtiCR, •&• 2-, wu dea1aoated a Nave 
A•iator in Au.auat 1~8 end had ccuaulated 97 fl &ht hou.re , 370 in j et air­
aa!t. He had flown a total of 0 hours n A-7 • rcraft, 71 of theae in the 
put three eonthl. 

(2) 
l 6. 

A-7A1 BW 0 lS 66~, w accepted in 
e pl"' rus ve aircNf rewor (PAR) a 

AC) Jac sonv lle n eeaber 1968 

nown as how.. 
c~leted 

(3) The CJI ne. Tf30-P- en ne. erial ouaber P651910, vu 
accepted in february ~66 and bad accu.ulated 443 operatina hours. One 
overh ul was coapleted in Septe er 1 68 and t had a1nce operated 233 bou.re. 
A .. 1or calendar lnspectlon Oft the enalne was eom,pleted in March 1969. Su.b­
aequ.ently the •naln• was netalled on thil aircraft and i t had aince operned 
as hew-s. 
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NAVSArt:CDf I NvtSTIGATI 65-69 

{ ll) Weather. Weather va.a not a f act or 1.n thb accident . 

b . Fiel d In.eat i &ation 

(1) The i •pact at t l.tude vaa approxLaate ly 10 dearee• no.e down, 
allah~ ly r i &ht vin& down . The L.pac t po1nt vaa approxl. .. tely 6000 f .. t tra. 
t he approach end of the runvay and 250 feet to the l eft of centerll~ . 

( 2) n.e enal ne i nd cated about 85 percent RPM at i..pact and b 
not cons i dered a fact or i n the accident . 

(3) There ere external li&hts l l&hted by wi tnesses and inatru­
.. nt li&ht a in t he cockpi t, i ndicat i na elec tri cal power vaa present at !.pact. 

( ~ ) Wi tDMsaea concur that : 

(a ) There vu one power reduct ion (fro. full to cruiae 
power) approxi•ately 10 seconds pr ior t o i~~pact . Thia reduction occurred aa 
t he aircraft reached the alt l. tude of approximately 250 feet AGL. 

(b) Ot her than the pover reduc t ion, there vu no ua l 
noise or explos1on pr i or t o impact . 

( c ) The aircraft fli ght path was a smoot h arc frc. takeoff 
to i mpact wi t h no abrupt movements . 

(S) A rev ~ew of the tower tapes reveal ed there wu no Ndio 
tranaai seion from the pilot pr or t o impact . 

(6) At the t i me of t he accident there were six ai r craft in the 
traffi c pa ttern located aa foll~s : 

(a) e A-7 just p s t he 90-deare• position i n the ni&ht 
fiel d mi rror landin& pat tern ( rM LP ) . 

(b ) e A-7 approxi e ly abe of the field LSO platform. 

(c ) 

(d) 
approxiBately abe 
accident. 

e A- 3 compl eti na a deep. u~ind turn . 

Two A-7• break na i nto the pattern o.er the runvay 
of the A-3 and pas s i na over t he air craft that had the 

(7) There waa no dev at ion f rom per t i nent instruct ions, i ncludina 
LSO NATOPS , a soc ated vi t h t hia accident . 

2 
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( O) The acc1dent a1rcraft, j USt lift1og off from a touch-aod-ao 
landing, v directed to take i nterval on the two A-7• enter1ng the laodioa 
pattern. 

( ) At the t~ae of the 
out, except for t e lights outlioin 
on the approach end of runway 32L. 

ccideot the runway li hta were turned 
the field carrier deck which is located 

(10 ) A review of past wor orders and pilots d1screpancy sheets 
did not indi cate any alfunct1ons th t would have been a cauae factor. 

( 11 On the day of the accident the pilot had flown a 2.1 hour 
radar low-lev~l aaviaatioo fl1ght . The briefina started at l500(T), takeoff 
was at l6l5(T) and he returned to the f1eld at approx1aately 1830(!). He 
l eft the q droo area at 1915(T) for dioner at his quarters. LTJG BACHMEIER 
returned to the squ dron at 2aOO(T) !or the o1ght fll&ht brief and took off 
at approxi ately OlOO(T) . He had no slept s1ace aris1og at 0830(T) the 
previous ornina. 

( 1'1) Dl cussioa with other s tudents in the squadron indicated 
that the l -level radar nav1gat1on flight flown by th11 pilot on the day 
of the accident is a rather strenuous, fatlguina flight . It requires several 
hour. of preparation . The student br1efs the instruct or on the prescribed 
route which is then flown comple ly under the t eraal shield st.ulatina 
actual iostrua nt conditions . 

(13) Under controlled cond on • wl h all ppropriate witn.• • 
in their or 11nal ~~ ions, a VA·l22 pilo dupllcated the landina pat-em 
of the fatal aircraft . 

from the dupllcated f l1 ht pattern 1t was concluded that it 
was easily poaaible for the p1lot to ~ctually fly the aircr t into the 
around at ·he de red spot from the alt i tude he had obtained and in the 
attitude w tnesaed t impact . 

e. nalys i a . The n1tial premise of this in¥estiaatlon was that the 
cause of t his acctdent was ei her a yste alfunction or aaterial fallure. 
After a complete field lnvestiaati on of all the hardware lt was concluded 
that there was no evidence to support the lnitial prea se, therefore, an 
investiaat l on of possible nu n factors was the next loalcal step. 

' review of he p1lot's trai n1ng records (both Training Ca.aand 
and VA-122) revealed that he was sli&htly above avera,e in all fliaht phases 
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except ins*'-eata, which wu a bit be l ow the averqe . The low-leftl red.ar 
naviaatioo li&ht flown :Juat pr1or t o tbe fatal fllght ... cooa1.dered by tbe 
ioatructor ~o be above averaae and the pilot was elated over the ca.pl.etioo 
of this difficult flisht ~ such a aanner. The p1lot• a phya1cal cooditloo 
wu coasidered aood by the squadron fli&ht surgeon . 

d. queoce of t veota . txaainatioo of tbe c1rcwastances aud known 
facta indicates the following sequence of events occurred . The pilot had 
i n fact completed ~ sood days flyiaa upon co.ple~ion of the low-level navi­
sation fli t . He prob ly did l1.ttle to rel&X and res t in the interval fro. 
coapletion of the afternooo fllaht and the briefina for the nlaht period. 
By the tim he had brie fe d, aanoed the aircraft, taken off and j oined the 
touch- and- o pattern he h d been awake and active for a period of 17 hours 
(OB30(T) 6 ay to Ol20(T) 7 ay). The fact that th1s fli&ht was at ni&ht 
auat also be considered . Tbe t ot&l t i me (17 houra) the pilot wu awAke 
coupled wi b the added atraln of flyin& at night would certainly suaaeat a 
possible fdctor of fati&ue. As the p1lot cocpleted his third pass two 
aircraft jnined the flU.P and be was d rec ted t o take i nterval on th... ~• 
necesai tat•d tranaferr~na his scan froa hls i nstruments to the other 
aircraft . As he lifted off these alrcraft were estimated to be directly over 
his head atd •ovina away from h1m. Upon reachina pattern altitude, a power 
reduction w~a made, he le~eled off and et a nose att i tude that was probably 
~ t o 6 de&~ees nosa down. (In this att i ud the aircraft would t.pac~ the 
groUDd in pproxlmately 10 econds, a in fact it did.) The pilot probably 
a ain fixe his eyes on these t~o ddition 1 ircraft after reducina power. 
Possibly d~e to mental and phys cal f ti ue and the 1 ek of outside refer­
ences (runway light were ou ) he never real1zed t hat he v.s i n a fatal 
dtuation . 

3. s 

a. The cause of this ecident was undetermi ned , however, a •oat 
probable c use wa hat the pilot in dvertent ly flew the aircraft into the 
round . 

b . eontrlbutina cause wa 
sultin& fr his long wor in day. 
error, ln that , this pilot had b a 

tt probable fati ue of the pilot re­
Thu ust be coos1dered aupervisory 

cheduled for thia ~ of warkiQa ~-

• · ACTION COMPLeTED. The Commaodlng Officer of YA-122 h .. d~rected that 
no student w1 ll be scheduled for more than 10 eonsecut1.ve hours . All 
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poealble c..:re will be taken not to achedule fhghts at u ther eod of thla 
period with a looa aiddle per1od of lMctlvuy .. 

Distribution: 
Liat "A" 
CNO (OP-OSr) 
CNO (OP-098) 
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Correction to: 
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Sll S"l"l D I 7 'l -7o 

I 

I 

I 

I 

70 

I 

I 

I 

Action Required 

,..-ct tf ., / ( f ~#--

Ju 3A. .--
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NAVSAFECEN 3750-1 0 Rev. ( 

UN IT, __ .JL.;.~~I.....ii&:::;...__ __ 

~EL.~~~~~--­
BUNO---::;...=...::............:w....;;.;.._...._ 

PRI 

PRI DEPT DATE IN 

1 R&DP 

,2 M&M 

3 ,AOMI 1N - · 

} 

IOATE OUT 

DEPT DATE OUT 

LSD 

lU I T 

AAR REVIEW ROUTING SHEET 

ADVANCE ROUTING 

INTER-DEPT ROUTING : 

ORIGIUAL ROUTWG 

lUTER-DEPT ROUTUIG 

ROUT JfG AFTER CLOSE-OUT 

OTES: 1. o p rson oth r th n those ss1gn d to th Records Control Branch 
wiH remove any pat t of lhis docu nt rom he folder. 

2. Depar ents w111 be fully responsible and accountabl e for documents 
in lh~i r cus tody until chec ed bac into R cor"ds Control Branch. 

3. Any d partm nt desiring to r tain this report longer than five (5) 
r .;ng days st notify R cords Control Br nch of thc1r n ed for extension . 



CO MA DER FLEET AIR ALAMED 
U S AVAL AIR STAT1 

A MEOA CAUFO lA •501 

...._, Our Me PlHt Air Alt-Ma 
!Pea Cc ¥er, lanl s.tet;r C.ter 

,.ja fA-122 llrar&f't Acci4•t leport Seri&l. 15-691l, ~ A-7A, 
JDJrO 15~, ocourriDc 7 ~ 1969, PUot JlCJI(EIEB 

lata (a ) ~VSlPBC 1 v •• 1705 ot 11 ~t 1969 

•ole (1) ~DW.AMEDA 1tr HI' 80/2766 ot 17 Jul,r 1969 

1. lll acoorcl&Dce vitb ret...ace (a) •olonn (1) iJI torvai'U4. 

2. Ca rnder n .. t Air UAMda reoor4a 1M.ioau that tiM nbjeot aitMp 
report var ..toned u4 to~ecl ca 17 J..q 1969· !Atonal u-·-­
vitb Ca Mer la•al .u.r . orce, u. s. Paoitio PlHt ilulioatee *at it 
wu reo.1•e4, .ad.oree4 u4 to~ecl -., Co ncter, ·~ SattV O.t.r 
ca 6 AU«Ut 1969. 

Cow 11oa (v/o enol) 
oc.AYA.DPAC 
00, A!t'JtC.. 122 M. V. DA .I.:s 

Cbict ot Sta.tt 
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SPEX:IAL HA IDU G REQUIRE IN ACCORDAtiCE 
\liTH OPNAVI 51' 3?50.6 SEF..IES 

C ffiCW-12:en 

3750 5-
~ r D/ !) 

26 JU N 1969 
SECO iOORS J on V - 122 Accident a r1 1 15-69A , c cern1r. A7A . ..:'b 
152664 of 7 Hfty 1969, Pilot C ffiiER 

Free: 
ro : 
Via: 

A tack Ca rri r Air in fllELVE 
t t y C te r 

t Air, Alomed 
1 1 Air Fore , U. S. ~ cific Fleet 

Subj: VA- 122 Aircraft ccident Report s rial 15-69A 

1. Forwarded , c:oncurrin with th c ndations of th 
l.ir~ ft Accid nt rd , nd th ndor r. 

~~ 

, AX RIV 
on ... ~..,...,. F l~ES I ~Tl 0 PATHOI.DCY 

S JAL HA IDI..ING UIREr I r A CCOJIDAl ITH 0 AVI T 3750.6 SERIF~ 



FIRST ": D Rc: .... •iE.N 
A?A BUI'C 152o64, 

Al22:00 
3750 

er:102 
3 JUNE 1969 

p r 1 15-69 7 .~y 1969, 

Froi!l : 
To: 

Co .andin~ Off ccr , . ttack Squ dron 122 
Commander , Ha·val Safety Ccr. ter 
{1) Co ndcr R diness t•ack Carrier Air fing ~~LVE 
(2) Co andcr Fleet Air Alamed~ 

Vi8: 

(3) CoMmander ~av 1 Air Force , U. S . Pacific Fleet 

Sub· : VA- 122 llisl ap Serial 15 -69/t 7 JP.l~y 1969 , A7A BUNO 
152664 , Pilot s~cm.~IER 

1. Fo~. rd d, conc~rrin in the conclusion that the primar y 
cauo of t ccjdcnt was pilot error . 

2 . Tlis co ~nd w ll m r clozcly nonitor schcdul d activitic~ 
of all pilots to ' ~d ngain~t f tigue contributing to a re ­
curr nc oft,~~ t DLic ~ishap . 

3. R col!l:!le.d tionw. ~and 3 hav been imple en ed . 

l. . Tle 1 t st f.'-f~..:ty survc w s co duct din l~y 1969. 

}~1f.l 11 . l;.[D~(C:ht 1-
Copy to : 

llVAIRSYSC ":HQ (At ~e.) 
I J. VPLANTRE DALL 
I AVAIRTESTCEU P/J.. IVI:R 

COMF AIR AL/o'l'l~ DA 
cm:NAVAl!tPAC 

14-
SPECiftL HA11DLI 'G REQUIRED IP /.CCORD~I CE HTH OFf AVINST 3750 . 6 
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d DMned .t.J 209 • 
t axi evclut.-
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fective 

~he Therefo 
y cor c t.od and. c d 

euvera . 
Dcct.:ss t cl 

l;h ( 6000 lbs) 
i'his phase 

ini tial 
a half 

tu'"' .:·cE 11 • fi OP.. vn sT 3750.6 s& ·.IES 
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(a) • ' S L r· • 1 r .:S 
fit ' s clv Um cro , ,. 

c 

s. 
,., Fr.l .1 ~ .dJ G 

ss 

: r. 

• c r sh tr , , w:.O to 
rrul in t w. tl·, :1 

ue 

• :lt ns1.on 
firod. 
at. •ru 

n t.t) 01 nose 
• d t.h J.."t t.er­
cut this ti:: 

inter lupt th LSO•s t.~ .s­
, for 4 si t uatlon h w s sure 

f ctor. 
10 

A C{lRD.\l;CE t . 'ni 0 ,;A VDiS'i' 3750.6 SERI!S 
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• 6. •:.U.n t...:nance, SorTicl.m:, and 
None. . -- -

7. 

(a) Tt:o oard f cl that LTJ'J _.c· IER · s ov-.. r : chedultri . 
In vi o-w of tor. a co 1 xi t.y of tJ',u Pt ... -3 Low Level Fli · 1. t it i 3 :· . .1. t 
t.h::Lt, U1c flight it ... c 1' Ol.:.;titutc3 f'"~ day's . ork . It i:s no ted 
• !.t. t.."lu Fli ht Schcli'li· , as , _ tt~,o 11 ·<C:lit:s t.TJG :.;..":!:iEIER t.o a 
1 _5 hou r , Or k n lfOVtJr1 it iS l~lt..tlding in t..hato tJ1 tdt.P 
pcrio:i l.S ~ o.1.ock t'!. :'ro. 0 S$ to c6oo o.nd t. ere .ts :10 b:- akdown 
for ldi vi.:l riod~ . Depcndon t upon air craft va:ilabi.li ty , 
prioti t.y L . ost ablis:. d ·or ass1;1. ·'" t or rcraf . by h Opor ;lti on3 
Duty Of!icor accon::U.I .. t o the S~; vt.:r i t.y of tha norl<i.'1 a.Y :· ' r ho 
pilot cona rncu. Li!JG e.~c~n:: ... .1:s assicnod his air-r'lf t a 1., and 
1 unc.h d ... o minutes p r .tor tc tho m:1 iru~ r of th nit: t . Sod b 
comp1 ... d t.is roqui o:w :-~ per iod ho -would hav b..._.. C. ck 11 
hour s 't.c1· rc ortin .for wonc , ;rs..,;ll 'Within the rr :. Y"' rtc ... 
12l,.,_.r ay cst.abli" eel 'tr.r tho Cornandin Of:f-:tc· r . Th ... · -~rd t\:ul s 
that , _n ..,111 te of t.h inconsis :tcios of oc ti .. "lcl nir-.:r~it. va.il­
abil.l t · , the wChc t•l should 1.0 ficct D. r .• i:ng 1 If in c~ccss of 12 
.ours 'or any r: ot, liP or l~ . Consi c1· tion mtst. .Uso, given 

t.h •:9 of fli ts flOT.n · f oro ·th n ono is schod•ti d . 

i .G 
nn 

(b) 

hould 
ccid nt . 

ll 

policy on t.h · ~ubj~ct i t 
ost r ts t~ diroct that 

, be f1com i n 
ni&ht/instru •tt. fliGht 

~ pr~ctice is no.:nd d 
it • n n t a .factor in this 

r; .. CGO. .D.IHCE ifi TH O~J •• V ·sr 37$0.6 S!M! I!S 



P ... ~T Vl!I 

OOi:CWSI ONS 

Th Board concludes t hat : 

1 . Tho · rcr.l..!'t " s re hanical 7 soJ:-.d . 

2 . LTJG B..CiUEIE; w s pa~ Cl fo r th~ .fli6}lt. 

3 . l'JG R".C:iffi!E1. unintor. nail~ .'lo into ~o &r .ound while n 
contr ol o1' his <li rcra _ :. . 

h. ~t.r :; s rram . d1 on icp t with no ejection ntt tOO. 

s. 

fl . 'I . rl 
( . ) 
. ) 
{c) 

Si ~ :•~T •• • I! t:n •. "' • 

..~; o:f th 1 accident o pilot rror in t hat T. G 
hi.s ins ruocnt/visunl sc ~· +, nlc ! dom a t. a 

cccclc r d scn."l ... :~ d and\.i . 

1 ar : 
r 1'1. la. t.i. v cove 1 t. 

unic t<i us lrftfric 

12 

OPN,.nJST 37!> • SE.. lS 



~. n 

1 . T'b the 

2. 

• Th it'lpt>rtllr.c of n~int inin•y n instru~ nt :~can iu rir.~ nir.ht 
nt ht3 ·1nd r Vloli condi tions c nnot ov r str s ri . .,ilot.> 
must • cons ntly r in Jed th t th v r 1lJj c t to fa tr~l 
••rror in f t. i condition nd shoull no fly if in d o • 

3 

~ a·1 1 ru~.ND .nm .t ur 



LIST OF T!..OSU?.ES 

1 . Cow ot , - 122 . 11 c.bt. Scned-J.le for 6 .a;,· 1969 

2. Cow otT T-r ~scriptaon 

J . S ta 

L. S t.a t.m:en t AC2, Cent 1 • r Ooora:tor 

s. (;' 
oJ Ci vi lian Cr sh .:-n Operator 

6. St k.-ent o 

1 . o ra h or r.:r s.; site witness lo tions 

8. tot o :1J h oj' :1ni tiol i c t poin t 

?. 

10. 

u . showi:n ~J 1't: cl:l c , .fwd u !1. • 

1. • r 
.,) nt o! LTJG A7 p1lo ~ 

1) . rt 

1 . • l .. ry ol' p:ilot exp r.i nc 

s. c: OffiC' ·• R· por t. 

cco-.o • E n m OP:!Avms!' .3 750.6 SE?.TJS 
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-:=1 r:o:. ~ scren: ----·-- w•u. · rw.r.. :'· ___ _ 
- 7 SORilES cr:,.,,, ___ _ 
~7 S0!\7IES r::.. .: .• ,, ___ _ 
.. - 7 SORT~ W::iS iJX : 

:'!miT 1rou.iSC 
C~r t.iana loltJ' 0f "1oer a 
ftice ~n coapletinn r t 
~ r~ •! t or a er ~c1 e . - ~ 
• r . Ill hv t.he C~:.i!A; ' r~ (; ·:-. 

1------~---~-----foJIC •IlS'JU (l) 

') , 

with OPNAVINST 37~ 6 Stues 



1. • 209 

.., ... ~r '!o· r 

) . 02, 1-) 

1. . v - 22 

s. .5 

6. 

I C~.tr FI t 
conversation rt ini 

1.uoore dar Ur r:at!ic Control Center 

accid nt or Nov ber Ju!iett 209, 

? 19&7 J 01 6! t.o 0129 Local 

209 

'!'o r 

02 

5 

278 

tru t~ c~ipt1on of th r co 
cid nt . 

lfiCIAL • IF UQirD8 D MDI I ?ICI III'B --~ J75e.6 .... 

........ (J) 

a or ' 



~ -'h.:..:.:.Ql. 

H· .. 2 

'1 wr 

209 

102 

LSO 

' o r 

10 

0 r 

02 

ow r 

102 

~ ,ow 

2 

. ') 0 

2 9 

• 0\o' 

121:3/4 209 

lZ2 !Ow.r 

ow , • ove J ul1J t 209'• at at v n. 

9 call tba Bre , the ruo ... ~ li&hts 
De k'e on. 

09. 

l...w 1 Mre W T &i&in, hi&h • 1, V I r Wide, 
~ !ol owed your inetructio. a. 

. f.e · . 

l 2 '•ower, t.'e 70 ape ·und t.he ttern ' 

a a 

t • yo ape Q epa ~ern I 

.. h& be, do you w t ; 

c 

r y. 

0 o 1c:loc: OW I I • 

II , 

,U)' r. 

C9 1s le i 

k 

71.. 

r 

209. 1 c:r- r. 

·"' r , 

9. 

2 Downw , 

I. t. rv l 

91 l. ara. 

-J, 

r f u'r a 11~ in, ke p y1 ove to t c: .t.e. 
n 

er, 3all. 

1s v1 ott 

09 1D rval 9 n 1 clock. 

cr. 

102 ~l ior Ball, a n houaand. 

-· . 



at• ~ .• c: 

J124 ().) Cor r Ball , 5ix Zero. 

:Oi r ikl.l . 

121< Go in£ lov. 

)OS L Tow r ~ J05 "' str v rith two tor FCL ' o. 

lov r fli ht report th Br~ or J2L, your r 
rt. to the br • ru.:. '/ 11 hta ar ot!, 
cks on. 

305 05 

.-05 o·, 

~0 1· or ., po n 

to co. f 0 

:. l ... t. i 

1:-7 ' o• 02 y 1 t rv br ~ 2 o 1c ock t.1 '..10..., . 

2 

102 t 8 int . ,.., 

l of~ 



102 

0127~ LSO 

'tower 

278 

. l 27:J/ I.. .lOS 

t O Wa r 

')12&f LSO . 

'iow..,r 

'l ow r 

• - --- - - •t~~ ~.illlf __ - - --- ----- --- . --

I'• t.J7iJ11 .a4dl .;a , 1'• oot ~•1u~p u~> ben, I'a J.t. 
t.ell.iJli TOU tt....t.•a c. bJll of a l ctte wa~tf. 

209 ~raur tla.ll sa 
Aoter lkll . 

278 Your i.Jlt" rval ' a 12 o'clock upwind. 

an A-J 

209 your tl~&ht, corruction, 70ur traffic a fl~ht of 
t wo , b, 1c.1.nt upwind A7'• · 

... t U .., 180 ch ...... k your cal t i tu.. l . 

(.;r a s h, Cr .. ah. 

P ;.;,1 s , 'lo1o1 r , . vo o• rythint, off, D-llta tbe 
r'c.t.t. rn . 

·io~;n » all nircr-"1 t :1n the J·"! t t.o : n, Patte ra D-ll.t. . • 



ce .. c mlng 
ay 969 , 

' y 1969 at approxlJ:ately 2LOO h:rur 3, :! brie fed 
LTJG otl. r repl.ac ont pil ote in tb& cl:ass , on 
nieht pi'I.X:e ares . efera1ce was VA -122 LSO briet1ng IUid 
ar..d ~.opics discussed irclu od the ! ollowi.ni a 

1 . Nia;ht Lisht in - ai rcraft !t field light.l.nP 
2. Carrier Deck Li&htina 

a . 1-eeUnc o! tei n high with no o t .or visual ~ripheral aids 
) . Pattem Techniques 

• • s &a day (\olt.t(lm rut you CC'l 1 t aee 
b . VUs t ny instn..ments 

t. . mvvrn Scan 
• · Empb sis •s placed on the fact that night !!l.P 1~ 

r qu.irvd m&xi..cum pilot skills and at.tontJ.on; Basic inst~t 
sciln mutst inc ude outside o! cockpit . Night ~ dem~a the 
mAXi of' pilot. effort . 

;. t approxi V>l:; o:JIJS' 1 Way 1961 , I nrr1 Y9d t the ISO rlat.!ona on 
runway 32L. Charll s 01.00. I s 1n!orMd y Ll'J:J -
VA - 27 , t.t at a t was in the pat m ar.d desired MJ.P. I told hi.a 
he coul. rk t he A3 mUl tha A7•s till r:1 t.he pa.tt. m . 

At approxl t uy US, Ll'JI 9f.cmtEIER entcrod th pattern vi a t he 
broak. H n :. the 11.rs .7 in t ha pattem along with tho J . On hi e 
ti r s t . '\Ill h ~d rshot. h r ..mway, a.t.And ned t.h. pproaeh ind made a 
low pJss flying JP t.h rmw y . My cc:.1er.t • s a 0 -P"''M'. His eocond 
pass was wall t .JP &d h fl..-. tho ball nd t. ilChed oC\ lena. 
c~nta B~RUF ,. ,~rc 3 . KiJ t hird fi11al pass w a recorded • 
~OCP 1.0 FIC • R. 

While LTJG r. .Cftt:IER was t~.J. r.ts ttu r.i s, two mo N A7 ' a enterecl 
th bre • "'bout.ll"-lS' s• conds a!wr HJ 20i H:t.PJ, other LSO tel 

t.n check ttl lt~O . r dia , ob ned an &1 r t. p rins to be low 
md tranlllit.Wd, •"t th l 0 , clv. c .c your t.i " · "t that =ceen t I 

• a :flash or Ur.ht. V; h t.h r G'!fY, "~r sh, c r h• . )(y ~on-rcr-
Uo w1 th t.ht" to · r t r t.h11t is as toll s : 

Me 1 T r, p •dJlos, what. airer f ..as t.:,at. ? 
r a 2 air 

Did you oo l'"'ro U\ j c t.1 on a quenc ? 
no lr 

1t.hpp f1 ? 
Idon't.o.o• r . H ei pat tern t.itudet.h JoYe 
1 n t.c.• t. *P" ur.d • 

I Ul n b!t. th• plat.:ro . ..t.fd. went h<J cr:lSh .:sit. • 
I beli ., th t loolcin at, i.e . , &.rd!l tho .iownw:l.nd l~g , the cock-

pit visi 1l1ty 'ou.lr1 nee s.1i t. t.u Iffi .fll ht. . 
I ha••· n a d• si at.ed ::av t\.1 Avi to r e\ncP 26 Oc: to be; r 1965, r.d h3T 

a to t. l of l)l!J rU.·ht. hours, 117 hou~ :ln tho • 7 rc r att. I bt 2 y .. a.rs 
Jt ri ~c s ~ • 

1J L W ·nL tl t;I 

Erlcl o 'IUra ( ) ) 

1!1 • CORD .::cs liTH OR:A\~ST J7S0.6 SERIZS 



I - ..U~I"inC t.be IO.P patt.m aG ......, )21. GD ......... Of 
7 .. 196J. I ... IJ 209 cliab t... bie tDuab .S p, ..... pat~na 
alta.._, ..ct ~17 noee owr ed cllft lnt.o the peed...._ tbe 
ftM ...._ 8Peocl tum~tt nortll ot the CPI1 at.. a. lllfti'&R-. 
Sa a wlftl• l eft! attitude clurtnc \be enttN t.Ja..... 

I ,_u..s •cruh, cn.b&" an t.be lllr, AC2 .... Mt..lftW tbe ~ 
..... ... t.he bardet.IDd tnaclr, )21. I"'llecl all abcMt .... u... 

Bae atrcratt oxploded GD lapact. I cl1d DOt. ... \be pilot. a~ 
to ,.U tile aS.rcratt. lUt ot 1t'• cllw 3u' prior to UpMt., I - • 
e.jectilGD ~ • ..ct I clld not. notice 1111r oMnp to iadleat. tile 
pl .. 11M tl...s CN\e 

I did not. Nall7 Nalis• •a.et.bial -. .,., UBt11 1 t. -. too late. 
bll7'ldAI appeved .o nonaal ~tit. ... , •til ju.t. betan UpM\ 
~I-..._, tbe pilot wu ao\ loin& to ,.U cut. • .._._tile 
atftll".rt. DDeecl n.r ill it.•• cliw, t1ae 111111e ot deec•t. .. aot -•·Ur 
•'-P eo ae t.o C*Ue 'm•cli•t.. al.u.. Wac t ... t.be bpaot po!at. 
Ddt. \o tile JWhl9, t.be pUot. bid aot. eUrW ble """ cro...tad. 

I laaft bMa a to.r CanUoller t1w 7'tU'8 ~ hol-1 a FAA s.lor 
NtlaC tor t.M LaGON ANa. 

aM:lo .... ( Ia) 



Sta~nt ! ."t . L. a;;ssEr , ciYi.liM, .:AS Crash Crew Oper Ator, 
(8-J, cone rning VA- l'- aircrttt a.ecident l'-69A, A7! , 3UNO 1;266U, 
pi ot. BACHM!Ir:l 

<Xl ay tho 7t h, 196?, ~ t approximately 0130, I was observing 
~' s on rumray J2L when the A- 7 in q•Jest.ion crashed. 

The a1 raf t ad• s UC.l down a:r.d ,.s ,j ta.rted b k up when 
I sceced to notice a ch ge in oound of the aircr !t as i:f he were 
throttling ~k. .At s ti.J:2e he l eveleoc .ut 'llld 111tarted to descend . 

! s at :dit.r.: o .. t ide of the assir,r.ed tr.1ck . I turned to rur. 
for cy ruciC upor. on•.erlr.g I loo ed up to •: him touch dowm 
and U1 a1 -n:r: t. atch fi r d skid to a :Jtop. 

~t~ 
R. L. BASSET 

11ia r s R. . • :.ssET c rcdibl wi t n s s . 

~clo., N ( 5) 

s CCO. t•CE iflnt OPNAVINST 3750.6 SmuBS 



• 
Statemsr t ot , .. SN B - cmcerning 

VA-122 aircraft ccid . ~ , 1nvolV1r.i h7A BU~~ 152664, whi ch 
occurrud on 1 !.t y 1?69 . pilot mc~n:.rt 

S?OCI l.L H • .SD • TI G 

• 7 at oout OlJO I was stan~ng at VA-!25 
tn ssed tl·.e c rash of ar. A- 1 on the lett 

b 

Ellclosurt" ( 6) 
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LTJG J . F. B..CHKEIER' a .u:strn:: OF n.IGH'r i::XPEiUEHCE 

~.MD PERIOD MODEL FLIGHT CV L..NDlfOS OPEaJ.'ne&J/ 
i..TTI.CHED ,.SSIGNED .. r.cn.n HOO"d.S ~IL!!IGifl' Plk>nc~ 

VT-7 JUN 67-JUL 6? T-34 ~.6 0/0 OJ'EMTIWAL 

VT- 4 ,.uc; 6J,-M;.i 68 '1'2./8 12}.5 4/0 OPERAnONAL 

VT- 24 A-~ 68-... oo 68 ;.J'9J /TF9J 1}7 .5 6/0 O?f.J\A T~AL 

(v,.-127 • .;c 
v .. - 122 NOV .a-M,. Y 69 T •• ltl' 29. 2 0/0 OPER.~ TI<JlAL 

V..-122 NOV 68-~Y 69 T28a 2.0 0/0 Pm! TI<JfAL 

v:.- 122 NOV 68-~.Y 69 .?.~ 8?. • .: 0/0 O?EHAT 
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• 400 tot.::Ll tU«ht. 'hou_re, 82 &-7 honra , 16.1 ni~t hours 
ld.flbt airror landi~ carri• r prac• toe. 

,..,., 

Qh V r, d.....ti~ afternoon fil!bt. · Cootinu~l7 ..Uo 1 how-e w1 hout r.al I"'Ht• 

8111 nu-t ni~ , n9a1 not U,.tlttiCl (cleck U,tl•i"' onl7 ror flil:bt llirror l&Dclin« 
practioe - t.h~tr.fore !tO read7 .c:rouDil "ter.noe). Dot"« rd.pt VFR,/J:n nt~t. 
A/C at 26 f .. t ('BJ.CIImDR) takin, lntenal oa fii«bt. A- 7 ' • ~akin« 
o..rheed At 1100 feet - rieual. ilhU~ion of cliabtnc oauat~ pilot to trarwt ttoe 
to cleecen41nc at 1 tude. 

6Ua i !bt Ift./Tn fli~t. Scan pro ly rolfe dtJW1l Md ilot did not reaAl alti• I'~ 

61Ja ! ald .. interTal on 2 A/C breaki"« OYerbeacl - ,poaeibly g&Hd at th• too lOft« 
oauin« inet~nt •cen to break down . 

7J 1 llut nl @llt - no ground reference - no hori son. 

81a D.l ., i n t&ldftl' Attention off A/C brMking OTerhe&d and reew.in« iut.ru.et 
soan. Did not tranai tion to no .. up at t itude in time o void ~ iapaot 
(tr at all). 
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DC eoUDCU7. Bad oa~f-ton bo11M ,...ta tor tbe wek­
.ad, rel&zM bat probabl)- - added burdea. 

01)0- 09)0 AroM, aMw.recl, clreaaed ete.; aot.d to ...U7 ~~tab bl• u.• 
aDd be MPP1 &Dd Nl.and. 

09)0 - ~s •1u1ac v1 t.h bou• .-.u. 
~5 - 1020 ar.ktaat. or tried bacon, fried pot.atoea, acraabled ..... 

a.,liab mt'tlna, oraace Juioe aDd llilk. 

1020 - 1100 Goiac to Catholic Mus. 

1 1 00 - 1200 ltte.led Mus &Dd NOel ftd oo...UOD. 

1200- 1)15 TrJiac to l.elp vite oala clovD tuaa, bab7. Aalou cl• to 
poulbl7 a1 .. 1ac tbe Air Show at llS I.-or. that cla7. 
(Quite a teDM situation. ) 

1 )1 S - 1 J)O Takini bab7 (t.MJ ban oae ~veek-old child ) tA) the bal:J78ltt.er. 

1))0 - 1)45 ~rtnc to llS tor Air Sbov. 

1)45 - 1400 Back pte to llS Le.»or. cloeed. LTJG BlCMMIIIR YeZ7 &QCI'J 
about clel..,, the Vite vas angey that Jia vas &nCr"7 and a 
bee ted arc-ent eaned. 

1400 - 1500 Drirtnc all the va7 aroUDd to the tront pte (21 ailea) anrr7 
aDd aJ'IUiDC• Ar'pMDt. Mt tled. 

1500 - HIOO lt L.oor. llS Air Sbov, DOW Nl&tiYelJ r.1ued and enjoJiDC 
tbe ahov. 

1b> - 2100 Dro•• ..._., r.trined child tl"'')a babJai tt.er, 1m ted trieacla 
OYer and d .ocial re~tocet.her. Ate portion ot piasa aad 
bad oDe or tvo beera. 

2100 - 2)00 Wife aleepinc on couch, Jia readinc and watch1nc T.v. (W 
ha.nloD1oua b)' this t.i• - fuai}J a1 tla&tlon.) 

2)00 - 1)00 Soundt relat.inl7 uninterrupt.ed aleep. (Iea, he slept at.ll 
1 PM.} 

1400 - 141 5 Con.-..d MYeral bot clogs aDd baDaJ be&Da, potato chi~ &DCI !rtlt. 

K>R 1s-691 Y~122 
SPICIAL HUDLIIG ~UIJW) Jjii OPilVIIST. J750.6F SDIIS. 



Ill 

cii"Dft to fbat. otrtoe and nalW 
tor avblle. 

1600 - 16)0 llrlnmc to Huatord vl\b trt..-. to a. .. cliDMr. 

16)0 - 1b Had 2.-) been before clhmer, rel&Jd.ac &Dd neitl .. . 

1100 - 19)0 1&rp cliDDer or toe tea, BIQ n.u, potato alad ... to•ed 
alM. ;Jt• WU DOted to be lD WMll-\ aplriU aad to •t. 
beu1.117. 

19)0 - 21)0 Plq.d t.o bud• of brtdce; tten wt.ehed L.A.-IKlS!'OII taU.u.ll 
,... on'·'· vhlle •Uac cheeM au.. 

21 )0 - 2200 ~ n-w t... vi t.b vlte. loted to teel rrea\, aoellent eplrl ta, 
no Ule or probl-. a~nat. 

2200 - 2)00 a.luiac at t... &Dd t.alkiac to vita. 

2)00 - 2400 Weat. to bed v1t.h vite, c->1ll.dll 't. aleep eo U'OH ap!n vbeD 
vlte tell aeleep. 

T!!J!NI. 6 NJ. 19ftl 
~ - 01)0 .. cUD& and reluiDc and t.rrtnc to beeo Ured enoQih to 10 

to bed and d eep. (W t.be re&dinc ln t.hia 72 bour atat.ent. 
la apparea~7 tlirht. ~parat.iona. ) 

01)0 - 08)0 st .. p, 1nt.ernapted br1ef l 7 at 0))0..0400 tiT ci"Jiac child. 

OIJO- 0900 th vife 

0900 - 1000 Aroee vit.b vtre, abaftd, ahovered, dJ"Maed ln lehvel7 tullioa. 

1000 - 10)0 Heart.J bre&kfaat. o!' on.nra Juiee, .Uk, F'reneh toaat. and baooa. 

10)0 - 1 )00 Vork!Q£ aroUDd bouae and waah!nr the oar a nd watcblac t.be '-to' 
oat.aide vblla ahiDC t.be a~~r, ate. 

1 )00 - 1 ))0 Dnaaed a.nd rot read7 t or vork. lo dinner that. cM7 d1M to 
la rce. l a t.e breakt'aat.. 

1 ))() - 1 500 X.tt. tor \o'Ork, etopped to ... LCDR tor avh.Ue. 

ti>R 1 S-69A Y A-1 22 
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III 
roaa 11H11S rp;nmiG ft&ACCipm. Continued 

TlllSQ*I. 6 1W 1j(p9 (Coatinu.d) 
1500-1545 •w to be la r"'M47 rooa in run ntcbt. cear at. 1500. Bl"let 

lut..d 1500-1 S4S tor PI&.) filcht vtt.h IP chaae LCDR ­
- Thla 1a a lov leftl, hooded, tW.l •78~ na•ipUoe 
tllcbt. at. 1 , 000 r .. t iGL co1DC in ft.l • 1 &Dd near rldce• · 
It. 11 the .,.t dlt'fleul t tlicht in the •Jllatua. It h not..d 
to be ftrJ auielJ proYOk.iac t or all . llquirea .aeh prepara­
tion &Dd auactJ. Tbe brier wa t.boroutb aad eollplate. LTJG 
ACHMEI ER wa ' read7 aad Qp" t or the ntcbt. 

1545-1610 Clteeltlnc OQt. aireral't, pret'l11ht, ate. 

1610-t€.18 Manned alrerart ud prepared t or t.a.k~rr. 

1618-18JO nw the abo•• •ntioned ••1'7 ditfleult PI&.) tl1cht (2.2 
n1 t:t houri. ) nw vi th the added burden or aD lllproper 
~SO aro ( the Am ) vhich ..:lhDcUODed. Coeple t.d the 

bop, dolDC w ll , deapite t.hie -.lt'•ctioD. PlMae DOte thia 
aro railW'e. (At'tenM»>n before accident. ) 

1 )0-1900 Dlt-bri eted t he hop. t..d to be eJEhuberut, happJ aDd 1D 
appa!'eDt excellent heal tb. Ve17 proud to haft coaplet.ed the 
"rraduat.ion bop"' o!' t he •1llabua UDder "17 adftrae (but aate) 
ooncli tiona . 

1900-19)0 CietUDc out or rllcbt 1ear and dnnnc no.. 

19)0-2000 Told vife be ""'' plMeed, haPPJ nd roud or the afterDOOO 
fli ht. He &Dd hla vi fa plaJM vi th t he 6-vMk-old babJ • . 

2000-20)0 a.d d1Dner ot apacatti , at.ev, toe ed aalad and balda& povder 
bhcuita. Ate ••T'J vell - w e exhubera.Dt. 

TrJiDC to relu and ...-d i n t he lirinc roo• vhile vita cleaned 
k1 tchen and call ed LCDR - t or ride to equadron. 

20)0-2))0 fr71DC t.o relu - tryiQI to alHp in preparation t or olcht 
tlipt. l o the vorde of bl& vire, -a ~.ell, he cou.ldn 't 
al .. p knoviQI he w a rolt~~ ba•e to cet. up acaln to n, .. 

2) 2)50 IUdiQC to equadron vi th LCDJi - Spoke onl1 or \.be ditticul t 
atterDOOn bop. ted to be "r'7 proud ..,r 1 t.. and ••17 "puaped up" 
(vorda of LCD - about attemoon hop a.nd rlJiQC 1D c--ral­
did not eftn •nUon the upcOIIiDf n1~bt flJiDC (hla tirat Dicbt 
airror landllll c~.t rriar practice. ) 

2)50-2400 Gettioc into rllsht cear. 

I'! I 15-69A V~ 122 
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HPI'S'M'· 7 MAX 1969 
2400-0025 •laldac i n read7 rooa ud •aboot.ioc the breese." 

0025-0040 Wreaber brief oa alght airror l&DCliac pract i ce. The uteD­
aiTe (CJ"Mter tb&.a two houra and t boroucb) brier bad been held 
aeftral dP.Ja prior to t hia and waa thoucbt to be Tei"J adequate 
bJ all pilota briefed. 

0040-0100 ~ldac out. aircraft, prefii1bt, et.c., -.nn1Dc aircraft and 
taxi - all aorMl according to plue C4ptain queatloaed. 

01 ~ 1 Take-ott . 

C 116i 6ACBKEIIR rMchea t he initial to )2 IAf t, the rt!'bal'J irror 
landing nmvaJ. 

0 119 BACHJI'.EI ER calla t he brMk. 

0120i Pilot, BACHK.EJIR, at U·.e 180 - ttu-.e other ai rcraft in tt.e pattem 
a t Wa ti•• 

0120-J/4 LS> tell s pilot, BACH)I.EIIR, to 1lluainate hla aircraf t oroper ly 
aDd that he is v!.de abeaa. 

0121 Pilot, BACH)I.£IER, calls t he ball "Clara 111 told b7 L~ he 1a 
ucl ing ia. 

0121-J/ 4 Pilot, B!Ctt-.EIER, va•es orr (technique) noted to be "ahalq" 
OD Uiia paaa . 

0124 Pllot, B!CHMEIIR, calls ball on second paaa. 

0 124 Oa.lled bJ LS> tor beinc lov. Tva .,re aircraft call at t he 
1n1t.1al point at Wa tiM. ~DC all thia BACJD'.EI£R flight 
ti•, thtt tvo LS)'a are talkioc to u A.-J in thtt pattei"D vbo 
1a baTing near ext.n.e ditficu.l t7; the7 are ti"Jiac to instruct 
hi a . 

0126-0127 1.3) and A.-J eac-.ed in Terb&.l radio be&tUe. (NearlJ all A.-J, 
11 tt.le rro~~ LSO. ) 

0127 Pllot, B!CHMEIIR, calla tha ball on hia third paaa. 

0127- J/4 Tover g1•e• pilot BAC)i)'XJE.R v ~s touched- dovn aDd cllabed 
to 150-200 r .. t his interTa.l as •tligbt or two bi"MkiQ& updlld 
A.-7 'a. " Tower o pera tor aot.ea pilot B~CHMEI ER cliab to 265 fHt, 
l eTel ott and gentl 7 a reb dOVD to i UDd iapact - calliQC 
•crash" juat prior to the iJipact and acain juat after Ulpact. 

K>R 15-69! V A.-122 
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III 

MR'ftl. 7 MAl 1CJ69 CoDUD..SI 

0121t TCNU" opentor e&lla 1 •erub, crubl• aa botb I.Sl'a are wt.oh'• 
ud 1utnoUac aircratt vbo appean to be l ov (be wa act.uall7 vide) 
&\ the 110. 

012et Ciro18d t.pact - DO •JeetlOD att.pt, • nrnrua pl.aDe aplodea 
OD Ulpaet. Pilot \hrcMl tro. &1 rcnft ud buJ'Ded Mftrel7 vbue 
be i..,ac\ed i r: i DteDH fiN near cockpit. 

MCil 15 -69A VA-1 22 
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'W'* II 

, o t 1 ,I o t' - 1 0 o 

1. !Mt. t.M laportaaoe or adeq•te I"Mt. betore d Mi., filcbt.. be ,.._ 
pteahed. Talat. pilot.a aooord.1flll7 at.ruetare t.Mlr prlwte aot.iYl­

u .. to allov tor adeq•te reat., u Mbedulea -....ot NaeMell7 be 
apeeted t.o aehedule U"O.-d pe1'80111ll bablt.a/aeUnu ... 

2. !Mt. t.be t.portuoa or a aooct .... be re-•..,:W.aaed, eapecial.l7 •• 
np.rda ldcbt. IFI/YFI fiJi ... 

). Diet the illportuce or all plaDea 1a aueb • patten -.Uataltd.Jtc proper 
rad.lo cllaclpl1De be ,.._...,._alaed. 

4. !bat. t.be apeclal da.Qcer ot di.an•taUoa NnltiJII troa tuau., -
.," .. llchta 1D • dark aQ- be ..... , emaMd. 

I s. !bat. tower operator• aDd LS>'• vbo work m...bt. lllrror l•Mhll praeUoe 
-t. penod1oall7 to cllecua probl-/da~a~en 1D t.be patten to p.1a 
a el.earer ..:lent.anctt'IC ot •taal oapablllt.lea, reapoaalb1lltlea ad 
_.... ot a9'0ld.1DC cll•atera. 

1. !bat. atreratt v1 u. aro •fri pea • tllllcb .... a... tiud •t. be aeat. • 
alclat. IILul•• •W t.M7 baYe beea JII'Oftll UDder aot.l tU.cbt. OOIMii­
U• • a dq fiicbt. 

J 8. TbJ.a filc bt iDYOlYed & pilo t. vbo bad ezperieDoed UN tailU"e OD U 
a.ttenaooa n t«ht. Re waa gi•ea aa aircraft. for b1a flrat. Dlcbt. IILrror 
l•ltdtac pnct.lce nicbt vbicb bad bad a UN Cripe OD ita prniou 
ntcbt. Thh gripe bad -a correot.ed bJ replaciac a -black boz• (See 
&AJl f or de t.& U a ) but had DOt beell teated la actual night. 
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'P ''" '•• or mpoet!!I!'Wff' n•p 
TW7 b1Pl7 .u.w, 

n.liou •• Diator. Pri_.. &Dd bia vlfe -cr- U.t. -...Jan lind 

tor fi71JII. . ~~~~ ... bl• vbole ur. - ..,, J•t Ul awoeau-.. • 

.-joJ*l rl.Jiac t.horoucbl7 alld p~e bia cr.at.eat. ettort. to it.. He wa 

clecl1•t.ed Uld aat'et7 orieat.ed. He •• aot.ed b7 -rl7 all IP'• q...UOMd 

to be t.be ••t. at.t.eDUft penoa at. -rl7 all tlrieta vbiela be at.t.ea•ed • 

• t.cl 400 total r l tcbt boan or vbiob 12 vere 1.D \be IP7 atrar-rt.. • bM 

arriftd dincttl.J r..,_ t.be tnillilll • IMI &Dd bad OOIIplet.ed all or t,M 

IP7 repla-t. pilot q l labu vit.h \be •oepUOD or rield mrror l•Mi .. 

pnettoe, oan1.er qw1!1oaUou aad t.brM aciTaaoed •tac• r l tcbt.a. • 

Md .,_well t.broucbcnlt t.be q llabu. He • • dealpat.ecl a ••1 blator 

1a ........ 1968. He bad • .., ..... ,..,. fi1Cht crad•• t.hrolalh baal c aDd 

adeAad tnlDiJII. He bad al.Dor cUrrtcnalt.iea in lnat..--.et tnlllilllt 

..,.. •t.ed bat vere DOt of a Mriou • ture. He a.d reoeatl.7 ret..n:ad 

rna a '-• Ar180M veapou deplo,._t aaeooia \ed vit.b atcbt rl71111 vbere 

lie aperi.aoecl ll1110r 41ttlcnalt.1ea vlt.h Dtcbt lov JMll-oat.a. IP'a .... 

t.bia probl• at..adilnt.lJ clear to bla. General17 be abowd ... ...,. ablli\7. 

So probl ... vere alicbt aDd oonatat.ed ota 1) al1Cbt.l1 alow .... , 2) altp\l7 

belov •••rae• t.MtruMDt. work, ) ) lov pall-o11t. at. atcbta all or vtdab wre 

oare1'Ull 7 aDd roroetull 7 d180Used vltb IP'• prior to t.be aool._t. fi1cbt. 

11>1 1 ~9& YA-122 
SPICIAL HAIIDLIIG ~UIIID IAII OPtiYliS!. )7S0.6r SDIIS. 
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Mt! •v• ar mJIOPAtl)l,QCjl'i'' nps ( CoD\iiiMdl ) 

WG MallaD aa .otecl to be a fti"J OODtt._t ariator but •t a eMzal 

L!.IG I&CIIIall • • lD a<All•t pbpioal ud -.,uOMl llealt.b prior to 

ud chariQI the filcbt oa vtdeb u.. ueldeat oeovnd. He bad at.l.ied bud 

ud pnpared well tor the eftlll• tllcbt. 111• att..et.loa •• perllape eoD-

.. v.w OD bil paat AOCell ot \bat aftenooe ( ... 72 bour ata~t) nU.r 

Uaaa bel111 oonoeJ'Ded pn.._nl.J vit.b t.be rucbt at bud (nJ.cbt MLP.) • 

.. ltOted to be fti"J •p z$1 .,. tor tllcbt la ..... Nl t.be ereD1ac ol u. 

aoc:ld•t. He •• aot opera\iac ader t.be McSed budeu or 1DAdeq•te die\, 

or aa:let..J. He •1 bare ntreNd rrc. lack or al .. p • • be •• aable to 

al .. p or Nlu betwen his "r'J de-..dinc aDd Ghautlrac atterDOOn (1611-

11)0) tlicbt aDd t.be folloviDC MrlJ _,nUftC f l icbt. He had bMa oon\lDD­

oul.J a.U ror 1st boun prior to tbe accideDt. He •• qtaite aalou 

Mri_, Juat fieND the .,.t d..ancUnc tllcbt la the q llabu ud bel_, taced 

vit.b b.ta t i nt IILP. There waa 110 uaviH dl etar, latau or food or aloobol. 

All who av h1a ataW tbtlt t.be pilot looked reaW, oon.tld•t., prowl &Dd 

read7 tor filcbt. 

• penlateat taotor• or eoci al, pqcblat.rio or tn.aa el.p.ltlouoe wen 

operatift la oautac t.be acclcl•t. The oaue would appear to be u atated 

in •OOICLUSIOIS dD DISCOSSIOI , • We report. 

L!JG BAQIMII D' • adJ ut.a t to !aail.J, peer croup, oa • t t..1 poal tloa ud 

fte&t.ioaal rol e were abore reproach. He we tbe bead or a bapPJ, vell ad-

Juated tuil 7 aDd lored hl• work. 

IDl 1S-694 fA-122 
IPICIAL IA ... IIG ~UIIID IMI OPIAYIIS!. J750.6r SIII&S. 
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lut -. ... wn DOnal. He ate well, alept well ud lOftd wl.l. • 10ft~~ 

U. • ., ud bie fiJiDc ud ..wla't baft bMD baPIIIJ doiJac ...,W.., el•· • 

11)1 1J-6C}A fA-1 22 
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RUEBPDA/OIHECTOR AR~ED FORCES I~TITUTE Of PATHOLOGY 
JtUVJA8AID 1 ~ECTOR AEROSPACE SAFETY , t~ORTON AFB 
RUVJMAIATKRON ONE TWO T\JO OET YUMA 
RUCLSKAIATKRON ONE SEVEN FOUR 

PAGE TW RUVMiU~A33J9 Ut•CLAS 
RUHGaMUIATKRON TWO FIVE 
ZENIATKRON TVO SEVEN 
RURFZFFIATKRON THREE SEVEN 
RUCLSKAIATKRON FOUR SIX 
ZEN/ATKRON fiVE SIX 
RUCLSKAIATKRON SI X SEVEN 
RUCLSKAIATK~ON EIGHT TWO 
RUCLSKAIATK~ON EiuHT SIX 
RUrfu6~U/AT'<iiOU EIGHT SEVEN 
Z ENIATK~ON ~ I N£ SEVEN 
auMFZff'IAlY. ICtJN ONE ZERO FIVE 
ZENIATY.RON ONE ONE THREE 
RUY~ICf'JATKnCN C~:E fOUR SlX 
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RUYNI Cr. I A i'(RO t~ TWO ON£ FIVE 
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NAVY PRELI MINARY ~ESSAG E REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 
A. OPtJA VINST 37511. 6F 
1· 1 MAY 1969, ~128 T, NIGHT 
2. NAS LEP'.OOR£ 
3. A 7A 6 UNO 152664 
4. VA-122, SER 15-69A 
5. ALfA 

, 

• 

,. 

S. BACH~.f:lER, JAMES F"., LTJG, - USNR.- ACTIVE, ALTA 
TOT"L tiOURS 397, A7~/B HOURS ~ 92' DAYS 69. fO APPARENT EJECTION 
ATTEr.PTED 
1. NONE 
~. tiON£ 

9. FCLP, J. 3 HRS, VfR tiAS LEMOORE 
I 0 • T A'< EO F' F. 
11. PILOT LAUt:CHED ;) I RECTLY I NTO tJIGHT f CLP PATT ERN CO f':P LETEO ONE LOV 
Pi'\SS AND TW TOUCH A!JD GOS , AfTER THI~D PASS A I RCn~f T CLU:S£0 TO PATTERN 
ALTITUDE, NOSED OVER AtW C~ASHED CLOSE ;,BO"RD RUNJAY. AIRCRAFT BURNED ON 
I MPACT. 
12 . HIGH THI N SCATTE;~ED , 12MI VI S I B I LITY , Wit;D CALM, TEMP 54, DEV 

Pt.G E f OUR RUW~:HMA2J39 u~:CLAS 
POINT 47, REL HUMI D, 77 , "LT i wlTER 29a3 
JJ. ~ONE 
14. tJOtJE 
15. NOtJE 
16. WRECKA3 £ AVA I LAB~£ f OR INVESTIGATI ON 
17. T. J . POORE, LCDH , VA -1 22 A30 , AUT VOtJ 949 -327 1 

~; )39 I G,. r\o._ ~ - vi- :2 -




